
IDV460
I N T E R A C T I V E  D A T A  V I Z  S P R I N G  1 6



Today, we will work on our 
first graded assignment — a 
quiz that will take the form of 
your going through several 
tasks that will mirror the work 
we have done so far in our 
“static” unit.

Quiz No. 1
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“static” unit.

Quiz No. 1

1.  Create a new page on your site. 

2.  Link to this page from class.html. 

3.  Calculate values in Excel. 

4.  Create an informational graphic in 
Illustrator. 

5.  Save in SVG format. 

6.  Add SVG to your new page. 

7.  Add text in HTML. 

8.  Upload your new pages.
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Quiz No. 1
1.  Create a 
new page on 
your site. 

Remove all 
the code 
within the 
"main" tag. 
This will 
create an 
empty page.
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2.  Link to this 
page from 
class.html. 



Quiz No. 1
2.  Link to this 
page from 
class.html. 

Add a new 
section of 
your 
class.html 
page by 
copying and 
pasting the 
DeLuna 
section.
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3.  Calculate 
values in Excel. 



Quiz No. 1
3.  Calculate 
values in Excel. 

We will use the 
same database 
we used for our 
DeLuna graphics 
— the execution 
database from 
DPIC.
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3.  Today, you will use this data to 
create a new visualization — 
information we have not used before 
in creating DeLuna graphics.



Quiz No. 1
3.  Today, you will use this data to 
create a new visualization — 
information we have not used before 
in creating DeLuna graphics.

You have a choice as to what you want 
to create based on this data.

Here are a few possibilities:



Quiz No. 1
Here are a few possibilities:

• Demographics: Comparison of executed prisoners based on their age, 
sex or race



Quiz No. 1
Here are a few possibilities:

• State totals: Ranking of death penalty states, from those with the most 
executions to the least.



Quiz No. 1
Here are a few possibilities:

• Annual totals: Year-by-year frequency of the death penalty in the US.



Quiz No. 1
Here are a few possibilities:

• Date breakdowns: In what month do the most executions occur?



Quiz No. 1
Here are a few possibilities:

• Breakdown by method: Totals for methods of execution, possibly as a 
comparison by range of years.



Quiz No. 1
Here are a few possibilities:

• Breakdown by region: In what section of the country do most executions 
occur? Has this changed over time?



Quiz No. 1
Each of these 
graphics will require 
some level of 
“number crunching” 
in Excel. There is a 
new handout 
available on our Links 
page that you can 
use as reference to 
help you with this.
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1. …concatenate cells?

No. 1 > MICROSOFT EXCEL FUNCTIONS
In Excel, you can use functions to perform a number of valuable tasks that 

can help clean your data and make calculations based on your data. 

For a full list of Excel functions — there are a lot of them! — go to

https://support.office.com/en-us/article/Excel-functions-by-category-5f91f4e9-7b42-46d2-9bd1-63f26a86c0eb

Concatenating takes data from separate cells and puts them together in a 

new cell. This is helpful for a number of reasons, but in our case, we may 

want to create a cell for a year that we can quickly copy and paste into 

Illustrator. (For an Illustrator chart, you need to represent the year 1900 as 

"1900".) here’s how to create this:
1. Start with a column of text that has years.
2. In a blank, adjacent column, type a double quote (")
3. Double-click the blue square at the bottom right of this new cell.

4. Move to an empty cell in the same row.
5. Type …
= CONCATENATE( )6. Place your cursor inside the parentheses, and click on the cells you 

want to unite (or type their names).7. Double-click the blue square at the bottom right of this new cell. 
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4.  Create an 
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graphic in 
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Quiz No. 1
4.  Create an 
informational 
graphic in 
Illustrator. 

Create a chart-
based graphic 
from your data — 
bar, line, pie or 
other — your 
choice, 
depending on 
your information.
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4.  Create an 
informational 
graphic in 
Illustrator. 

Use your 
typefaces — the 
ones in your site 
design — at 
correct web 
sizes. Make the 
graphic 600px 
wide at least, but 
it can be more if 
you need it to be.
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5.  Save in SVG 
format. 

You can Save 
As… or, better yet, 
choose the 
Export function. 
(Make sure to 
deselect the 
“Minify’ box.)
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5.  Save in SVG 
format. 

You can Save 
As… or, better yet, 
choose the 
Export function. 
(Make sure to 
deselect the 
“Minify’ box.)
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6.  Add SVG to 
your new page. 



Quiz No. 1
6.  Add SVG to 
your new page. 

Open the SVG 
code in Text 
Wrangler, copy it, 
and paste into 
your <main> tag 
on the quiz1.html 
page.
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7.  Add text in 
HTML. 



Quiz No. 1
7.  Add text in 
HTML. 

Add an <h1> for 
your headline, 
and a <p> tag for 
your explainer, as 
well as any other 
text that is 
necessary, 
including, below 
a source line.
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8.  Upload your 
quiz.html page — 
and your new 
version of 
class.html — to 
your server, using 
Cyberduck. 


